
MINI UNIT PLANNING TEMPLATE
Adapted from Understanding by Design & Internationals Network PD
	Name of Unit:



	Time Frame:




STAGE 1:  DESIRED RESULTS

	Content Objective(s):

(use content standards!)


	Language Objective(s):

(think of academic and social skills!)

	Rationale:

Why is this content worth knowing, and what communication skills will be improved by participating in the learning activities?




STAGE 2:  ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

	Description of Project:



	Other Evidence of Learning Along the Way:




STAGE 3:  LEARNING PLAN

	Learning Activities:

What are your objectives for each day? How will students interact with one another to increase their language production and learning?What steps will you be able to check – so that you can provide students with meaningful feedback before they get to the final assessments?
The final activity/aim should include teacher and student assessment of the final product.

	Materials:

In addition to the texts, handouts and instructional materials, what needs to be in the physical environment of your classroom to increase students’ exposure to English and your content area?


PROJECT PLANNING NOTES

Name of unit—This can be creative, or it can simply be the topic of the activity/project.

Time frame—Develop a two- or more-week unit!
STAGE 1:  DESIRED RESULTS

Content objectives—What is the information from your content area that students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of through this project?

· Try to think in terms of higher-order understandings rather than rote facts.
· Can you think of a good “umbrella topic” that would allow for looking at a variety of subtopics?
Language objectives—What reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills will the students have the opportunity to practice and apply in this activity/project?

· Think about what skills you should target for instruction – when they are asked to talk or write about this content, what struggles do readers and writers encounter? Those are good target skills!

· If you work with a team of teachers, consider agreeing with your teammates about the language skills you want to teach/reinforce in each of your classes.

· The students’ mastery of key vocabulary would be one of your language objectives, but it shouldn’t be the only language objectives.  Remember to only call out a few of the most important key vocabulary words, not a million words.

Rationale—It’s always good to ask yourself, “Why am I teaching this?”  Our students often ask, “Why are we learning this?”  So what’s your answer?

· If your only answer is, “It’s a topic that I think is interesting/that I like teaching,” you should rethink whether this is a topic worthy of your students’ precious learning time.  Remember:  It’s not about YOU!

· If your only answer is, “It’s going to be on the standardized test,” you’ll need to think about connections that are interesting and relevant to your students, such as connections to modern day and connections to your students’ lives.  If the students don’t see the real-world relevance of what you all are doing in class, they are less motivated and engaged.

STAGE 2:  ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

Description of Project—Anything from one sentence to a short paragraph will be enough to briefly explain the project the students will be completing.  Be clear about what the product is and how it will be presented.  
Other Evidence of Learning—The final product will serve as your main form of assessment of the students’ mastery of the content and language objectives, but depending on the length of the project, you may have other interim assessments built in.  These could include informal assessments, project status reports/updates, student reflections, and quizzes.

STAGE 3:  LEARNING PLAN

Learning Activities—The learning activities describe the day-by-day lesson plans you create that will enable your students to complete the project.  You would never just assign your students a research project and presentation, give them a deadline, and then send them on their way.  You would teach the students the research skills they would need to complete the research portion of the project.  You would teach/review with them the public speaking skills they would need to make a high-quality presentation.

· Remember to begin with an experiential activity (ex: video clip, pictures, an activity that asks the students to make a personal connection, a field trip) that is going to motivate the students and activate and build upon their background knowledge.

· What mini-lessons, small activities, etc., will take your students toward successful completion the project and demonstration of mastery of the content and language objectives of the unit?

· How much time will you need to devote to the learning activities and for the students’ completion of the project?

· What kinds of supports/scaffolds will the students need in order to complete the project?  Keep in mind that different students will need different levels of scaffolding.

Materials—What supplies/resources will you use?

· Consider what you might need for your mini-lessons.  This might include print, visuals, film, maps, music, technology, guest speakers, trips, etc.

· Make sure that you have planned carefully so that the students have all of the resources and materials they need to complete the project and that no class time is wasted because the students are waiting on materials.  Careful planning is especially critical for projects that require technology.
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